
We make Canadians think. 
Want to help?
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In the late 1920s, my grandmother cleaned homes in Edmonton to help her 

immigrant family make a new life in Canada. During the 1930s, my grandparents on 

both sides toiled on their farms to survive the Great Depression. In the depths of 

the early 1980s recession, my mom worked at a Sears coffee shop to help pay the 

bills.

Most Canadian families have stories like these—yours included. Whether one’s 

ancestors arrived 20,000 years ago or two years ago, everyone’s family built the 

Canada we know today.

But too many people seem intent on undermining Canada. 

Some claim Canada was “stolen.” Such thinking ignores what others brought to this 

land to improve it. Others see Canada as a mere vehicle for their own grievances 

instead of uniting around a shared citizenship. Yet others—including those in 

universities, schools, media, and even the courts—undermine the Canada built on 

the twin pillars of freedom and responsibility.

At the Aristotle Foundation, we know that Canada was built by the efforts and 

sacrifices of everyone’s family—through wars, economic hardships, and the 

steady construction of free institutions that allowed ever-more diverse peoples to 

flourish. 

Canada needs to be renewed upon the practical foundations of freedom of speech, 

inquiry, and enterprise; on personal responsibility and equality of the individual in 

law and policy; on opportunity for all who share a commitment to a free, flourishing 

country. 

Thank you,

Mark Milke 
President, The Aristotle Foundation for Public Policy     

The Aristotle Foundation for Public Policy is a registered  
Canadian charity: # 78832 1107 RR0001.

All our families  
built Canada

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 



Canada is increasingly shaped by ideas that are anti-reality, anti-responsibility, and 

illiberal. They undermine the Canada built up over the centuries by everyone and 

with great sacrifices.

These ideas are not marginal. They are embedded across major institutions.

Many Canadians hear them often—but rarely hear them challenged.

Among them:

	▶ That Canada is illegitimate and full of “settlers” lucky to be here.

	▶ That individuals should be judged by their identity rather than merit.

	▶ That free expression is a threat rather than an aid to solving problems.

	▶ That objective truth does not exist. 

These ideas shape how Canadians think—especially younger and newer Canadians.

If they go unchallenged, they will continue to redefine and harm Canada.

The problem
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The Aristotle Foundation is a federally registered educational charity. Our goal 

is to educate Canadians about the danger of toxic ideas and the benefits of 

excellent ideas.

Ideas—bad or good, helpful or harmful—lead everything: academia, K-12 

education, politics and politicians, the media, and much more. 

A renewed Canada will come from battling toxic ideas and offering helpful, 

reality-based ideas. It’s why we conduct research that examines widely repeated 

claims and test them against:

	▶ Historical facts including context 

	▶ Properly understood data and statistics

We then popularize everything we do by converting our work into accessible 

videos, columns, essays, book reviews, and debates. That accessible product 

then shows up on smartphones, in social media, and in traditional and new media. 

Our work has appeared in outlets as diverse as the National Post, Toronto Star, 

and Forbes. 

The remedy:  
The Aristotle Foundation  
for Public Policy

	▶ A Canada where the sacrifices and successes of past generations 
are cherished and built upon; 

	▶ where citizens value each other for their character and merit; 

	▶ and where open inquiry and free expression are prized as the best 
path to a flourishing future for all.  

Our vision for Canada
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Our work
Our research and education focus on ideas shaping  

Canada’s future. We focus on three priorities: 

Marginalizing anti-reality and illiberal ideas
We challenge ideas and policies that undermine 

equality, reason, and evidence.

Renewing freedom and responsibility
Freedom requires both rights and responsibility.

Championing civilization
Civilization is not self-sustaining. It must be 

understood—and renewed. 
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Praise for Freedom Fighter

John Diefenbaker’s  
B AT T L E  F O R  C A N A D I A N  L I B E R T I E S  

A N D  I N D E P E N D E N C E

“I was a political opponent of John Diefenbaker but never an enemy. We were 
both small-town lawyers with a deep connection to ordinary Canadians. That 
may be why we were often underestimated and certainly not highly regarded 
by those on Bay Street or within establishment circles. Although Diefenbaker 
was a Conservative and I am a Liberal, the record shows he ran deficits while I 
ran surpluses. He was a great performer in Parliament and a fierce competitor. 
John Diefenbaker was undeniably a proud and passionate Canadian. I hope his 
memory will continue to encourage others to serve their country, which is why I 
am happy his story is being told.”

– The Right Honourable Jean Chrétien, from the foreword  

“Plamondon’s lively account offers a new spin on Diefenbaker that makes him 
extremely relevant to the debates of today, in particular his emphasis on “One 
Canada” and an end to hyphenated Canadians.”  

– John Ivison, columnist, National Post 

“A well-researched, revisionist exploration of Prime Minister John Diefenbaker 
that argues he made more correct decisions on important issues than earlier 
historians recognized.” 

– Jeffrey Simpson O.C, former Globe and Mail national affairs columnist 

  

 
About Freedom Fighter: John Diefenbaker instinctively took the side of 
the underdog. He advanced liberty and freedom by opposing prejudice and 
discrimination and by resisting government overreach into the lives of everyday 
Canadians. In this meticulous, evidence-based, and compelling sweep of the 
Diefenbaker legacy, bestselling author Bob Plamondon reveals that Canada’s 
13th prime minister is underrated by historians and deserves to recognized as 
one of Canada’s greatest leaders. 

CANADIAN HISTORY / POLITICS
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No one disputes the truth that some people are victims—of others, accidents,  
and life. 

However, we also all know someone who thinks like a victim. They seem stuck and 
make life worse because of an intense focus on the past, or they avoid responsibility 
for their own actions. On a personal level, the chronic victim-thinker can be toxic. 
But what happens when grievances dominate entire societies?

The Victim Cult tackles the worldwide grievance culture. It exists on university 
campuses where some obsess about microaggressions. It is also obvious at the 
highest level: While running for president, Donald Trump claimed to be the victim 
of journalists, judges, and anyone who just disagreed with him. It also exists in 
Canada where successive prime ministers routinely apologize for Canada’s past, 
and where some indigenous leaders blame every poor outcome on colonialism and 
Western civilization.  

Because this victim culture exists in the sorority house and the White House, we 
might think it can be dismissed with a roll of our eyes. But some victim cults have 
deeper roots and, if not exposed early, end in tragedy:

• Many 19th-century Germans thought they were victims of the French, English, 
liberalism, and Jews. Adolf Hitler later exploited that victim narrative to turn 
the land of Bach into the nation known for Dachau. 

• In Rwanda, for three decades, Hutu leaders relentlessly blamed the tiny Tutsi 
minority for any past and present inequalities. That victim cult ended with the 
state-initiated murder of one million Rwandans, mostly Tutsi.   
  

• Yasser Arafat spent a lifetime viewing Palestinians and himself as victims. 
Thus, when offered a peace deal with Israel, Arafat instead cratered it. Arafat 
ended his life as the Peter Pan of international politics—never growing into a 
responsible statesman. 

In this wide-ranging look at why societies fail or succeed, The Victim Cult takes 
us through fair and fake claims. Beyond true victims, victim cults result from 
missing the right lessons from history, even worse moral reasoning, and misguided 
identity politics. The Victim Cult also details the more positive lessons from 
those who were harmed but yet succeeded: the example of East Asian immigrants 
who courageously dealt with injustices and trumped prejudice, but also aimed 
at integration, education, and entrepreneurship—choices that built a better 
civilization with opportunities for all.

SOCIETY AND CULTURE

5432667817779
 

ISBN 9781777543266
64000 >

David Hunt, Collin May,  
Ven Venkatachalam, and Alex Emes

January 2025

DEI and academic  
hiring in public universities   
An index of university  
discrimination in Canada

LANDMARK STUDY SERIES

Does the Government Hire for Competence? A survey of DEI hiring practices in the Canadian government       |      i

September 2026

Conrad Eder and Ven Venkatachalam

LANDMARK STUDY SERIES

Does the Government 
Hire for Competence? 
A survey of DEI hiring practices  
in the Canadian government

Read the Toronto District School 
Board’s “Challenging Oppression” 
guide for yourself—and our critique

LEARN MORE
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Ideas matter because they are the lake above the dam: When the “idea lake” is 

polluted, everything downstream is poisoned, including what shows up in social 

and traditional media, the schools, and in politics. 

Examples of ideas we research and educate Canadians on include: 

Why ideas matter

Attacks on merit and equality under the law

	▶ From anti-individual, anti-merit DEI to discount sentences in criminal cases and 

beyond, we show what’s happening through major reports, columns, debates, 

and videos.    

Threats to private property 

	▶ We research and explain the attacks on private property across Canada, 

including land claims, and why they matter.

The crisis of radicalism and the new antisemitism 

	▶ Radical, anti-civilizational, and antisemitic ideas are growing. We educate 

Canadians on how this harms everyone from every background. 

The claim that Canada was “stolen”

	▶ Informed history matters, and our books, research, columns, and videos make 

the case for a nuanced approach to Canada and our history.
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Threats to free inquiry and 
speech

	▶ Free inquiry and free expression are at 

the heart of a flourishing democracy. 

Our work on free speech at Canada’s 

universities has already achieved 

significant media coverage and 

engendered critical debate. 

Renewed democracy 

	▶ Voters must feel their vote counts no matter where they live in Canada: Our 

polling and research showing the imbalance in Canada’s institutions is blazing a 

path forward for reform. 

Vulnerable populations 

	▶ From policies on teenage gender transition out of step with cautious 

approaches in Europe, to exposing the mistreatment of vulnerable 

populations, such as women on reserves, our research and education 

initiatives analyze how even well-intentioned but flawed ideas can hurt 

vulnerable people.

Why education and critical thinking matter

	▶ What is taught in universities impacts everything and everyone downstream—

be it in schools, the media, culture, and politics. We dive deep into what’s 

happening in academia and in schools.

FROM SEEDS, 2024 INDICAN PICTURES

%

%

15.2%

F R E E  S P E E C H

FINANCIAL POST CANADA’S PUBLIC SERVICE CRISIS:
ANYBODY CARE? CORCORAN, FP7

NATIONAL SURVEY OF UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS FINDS NEARLY HALF 
DON’T FEEL FREE TO EXPRESS 

THEIR OPINIONS BECAUSE 
THEY FEAR CONSEQUENCES



Publicity

Aristotle Foundation research has been profiled in publications as diverse as the 

National Post, Toronto Star, Quillette, Globe and Mail, Forbes, and traditional, social, 

and alternative media across Canada. For more, visit the publicity page of our 

website: www.aristotlefoundation.org/publicity.

8

https://aristotlefoundation.org/publicity/


9

Want to help? 
The first think tanks in the world were created by philanthropists in the 19th 
century to fight slavery— and they prevailed. In the 20th century, a new generation 
of donors funded think tanks to save free enterprise—and they prevailed.

Policy and politics are downstream of culture. The Aristotle Foundation for Public 
Policy is unique because it looks at the ideas that shape and continue to shape 
Canada. We challenge harmful claims and trends in the public square. We replace 
them with facts and laudable helpful ideas including lessons from history. Your 
legacy in Canada can be greatly helped by being a visionary philanthropist.

“What people believe says a great deal ... about how they behave, for whom 
they vote, what laws and rules they embrace, what kind of system they’ll 
work to achieve. Change ideas, and you can change the course of history.” 

– Economist Lawrence Reed, “Ideas and Consequences”

The Aristotle Foundation exists to make people think.

With your help, we will ensure that facts, history, and common-sense ideas inform 
policy and shape democracy in Canada. All donations will receive a charitable tax 
receipt. 

How to donate

Charitable donations to the Aristotle Foundation for Public Policy can be 
made online at https://aristotlefoundation.org/donate/, by mail, directly 
to our bank account, through securities donations, or by estate giving. Our 
charitable number is: 78832 1107 RR0001.

Donate by mail*
Aristotle Foundation  
for Public Policy 
P.O. Box 84014 
RPO MARKET MALL 
Calgary, Alberta T3A 5C4

*Cheques should be made payable to  
Aristotle Foundation for Public Policy

Need help with a 
donation or want to 
donate securities?
For assistance in donating, 
including banking and securities 
transactions, please contact 
our Assistant Director of 
Philanthropy, Cheryl Munson, at 
cherylm@aristotlefoundation.org.

https://aristotlefoundation.org/donate/
https://aristotlefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Charitable-Donation-of-Securities-in-Kind.pdf
mailto:cherylm%40aristotlefoundation.org?subject=Assistance%20in%20donating


Mr. David Hood
Chair, geoLOGIC Systems

Dr. Mark Milke
President and founder, Aristotle 
Foundation for Public Policy

Dr. Jack Mintz
Economist and founder of the University 
of Calgary School of Public Policy

About the founder and president

“Mark has a knack for two things: identifying issues on the horizon, 
and presenting complicated ideas and arguments into a digestible, 

understandable format.”

Troy Lanigan, president of the Manning Foundation

About the board

Mr. Kim Moody
Founder and CEO, Moodys Tax/Moodys 
Private Client

Mr. Patrick Ward
President and CEO, Aqua Solutions Inc.

Mark Milke, PhD, is the founder and president of the Aristotle Foundation for 

Public Policy. Mark is a public policy analyst and author with six books, over 70 

studies, and more than 1,000 columns published in the last 25 years. His policy 

work has been published by numerous think tanks in Canada and internationally. 

He is editor of the Aristotle Foundation’s first book, The 1867 Project: Why 
Canada Should Be Cherished—Not Cancelled. Mark is also the past president 

of the Sir Winston Churchill Society of Calgary where he drove ahead the 

commissioning, fundraising, and installation of  a statue of Churchill in Calgary 

on June 6, 2024—the 80th anniversary of D-Day.

10



“I was intrigued because if the Aristotle Foundation had been [in 
existence and] reaching out to young Canadians about ten years 
ago, it would have saved me a lot of time and trouble! I’m very 
excited about the research and content they are producing. It 
gives me a lot of hope for the future.”  
 –Stephanie Hunter, on her university experience 

“I can tell you from first-hand experience, Canada needs an 
academic think-tank like the Aristotle Foundation to challenge 
the destructive narratives and divisive social theories that have 
taken root in higher education.”  
 - Dr. Peter MacKinnon, OC, KC, LL.M, LL.D, past president of three universities

 “You are doing tremendous work!”  
– Sam Sullivan, former mayor of Vancouver

What people are saying 

Four 1867 Project authors created 
two-minute videos to showcase 
their 1867 Project chapters. Their 
videos are akin to movie trailers. In 
one video, Senior Fellow Matthew 
Lau explains why Canada is not 
systemically racist.

Chuma Chukwulozie, an engineer who 
immigrated to Canada, explains why he 
supports the Aristotle Foundation.

11



aristotlefoundation.org


